We all live in the watershed of Lake Attitash.
We all want to be good to our lake! Our property values and our enjoyment of this lovely lake depend on
the health of the lake.
We want clean water that is free from the health risks of algae blooms, is fun and safe for swimming and
boating and beautiful to look at.
We have learned about storm water pollution and how fertilizer and chemicals can be used
responsibly. We have learned about cleaning up after our pets and creating shoreline buffer gardens
to absorb nutrients and pollutants before they get into the lake.

What about cars, boats and snowmobiles???!

Clean water is important to all of us.
It's up to all of us to make it happen. In recent years, sources of water pollution like industrial wastes
from factories have been greatly reduced. Now, more than 60 percent of water pollution comes from
things like cars leaking oil, fertilizers from farms and gardens, and failing septic tanks. All these
sources add up to a big pollution problem. But each of us can do small things to help clean up our water
too - and that adds up to a pollution solution!

Why do we need clean water?
Having clean water is of primary importance for our health and economy. Clean water provides
recreation, commercial opportunities, fish habitat, drinking water, and adds beauty to our landscape. All
of us benefit from clean water - and all of us have a role in getting and keeping our lakes, rivers,
streams, marine, and ground waters clean.
What can I do?
You might not realize that such everyday tasks as do-it-yourself car maintenance, lawn care, or walking
your dog can contribute to water pollution. Here are some tips for preventing it!

Car Washing
When you wash your car in the driveway, remember - you're not just washing your car in the
driveway.
All the soap, scum, and oily grit runs along the curb. Then into a storm drain and directly into our lakes,
rivers, and streams. And that causes pollution which is unhealthy for everyone. So how do you avoid this
whole mess? Easy! Wash your car on the grass or gravel instead of the street. Or better yet, take it to a
car wash where the water gets treated or recycled
What's the problem with car washing?
There's no problem with washing your car. It's just how and where you do it. The average driveway car
wash uses a total of 116 gallons of water! Most commercial car washes use 60 percent less water in the
entire washing process than a simple home wash uses just to rinse off a car. Most soap contains
phosphates and other chemicals that harm fish and water quality. The soap, together with the dirt and oil
washed from your car, flows into nearby storm drains which run directly into lakes, rivers, or marine
waters. The phosphates from the soap can cause excess algae to grow. Algae look bad, smell bad, and
harm water quality. As algae decay, they use up oxygen in the water that fish and other wildlife need.
Clean Water Tips: How can you wash your car and help keep our waters clean?




Use soap sparingly. Use a hose nozzle with a trigger to save water.
Pour your bucket of soapy water down the sink when you're done, not in the street. Or wash your
car on a grassy area so the ground can filter the water naturally.
Best of all, take your car to a commercial car wash, especially if you plan to clean the engine or
the bottom of your car. Most car washes reuse wash water several times before sending it to the
sewer system for treatment.

Motor Oil
When your car (or snowmobile) leaks oil on the street, remember - it's not just leaking oil on the
street.

Leaking oil goes from car to street. Then it gets washed from the street into the storm drain and into our
lakes, rivers, and streams. Now imagine the number of cars in the area and you can imagine the amount
of oil that finds its way from leaky gaskets into our water. So please, fix oil leaks.
What's the problem with motor oil?
Oil doesn't dissolve in water. It lasts a long time and sticks to everything from beach sand to bird
feathers. Oil and petroleum products are toxic to people, wildlife, and plants. One quart of motor oil can

pollute 250,000 gallons of water, and one gallon of gasoline can pollute 750,000 gallons of water! Oil
that leaks from our cars onto roads and driveways is washed into storm drains, and then usually flows
directly into a lake or stream. Used motor oil is the largest single source of oil pollution in lakes, streams,
and rivers. Americans spill 180 million gallons of used oil each year into the nation's waters. This is 16
times the amount spilled by the Exxon Valdez in Alaska!
Clean Water Tips: How can you maintain your vehicle and help keep waters clean?






Check for oil leaks from your vehicle regularly and fix them promptly!
Never dispose of oil or other engine fluids down the storm drain, on the ground, or into a ditch.
Recycle used motor oil. For more information on recycling, contact the closest MassDEP
Regional Office.
Buy recycled oil to use in your car.
Use drop cloths or drip pans beneath your vehicle if you have leaks or are doing engine work.
Clean up spills!
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